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What a difference an hour makes… 
It doesn’t matter who you
are, what you do or what
skills you have, you could
change a blind veteran’s life
by volunteering for us.  

Did you know that people
with sight loss who live alone
could be at a greater risk of
becoming isolated?  

This is why, for blind veterans
like Grace, who’s 100 years
old, an hour spent chatting to
a volunteer is priceless. 

The D-Day veteran says, “I
joined this wonderful charity
after losing my sight in my
80s, due to a mix of shingles
and macular degeneration. It
was a huge shock and very
frightening indeed. 

“Fortunately, my service as a
‘Gunner Girl’ in the Second
World War gave me the
strength to keep going. 
“I enlisted when I was just 16
(I was so desperate to join up
that I lied about my age!) and
went on to serve in the Royal
Artillery. I remember D-Day
very well as I was directing
the guns at Land’s End. 

“I still like to keep busy, but getting out of the house
becomes much more difficult with sight loss. This is why
when I was asked if I’d like a visit from a Blind Veterans
UK volunteer, I thought it was a wonderful idea. Paul
made his first visit, and we got on really well. He’s a very
nice chap and we chatted about all sorts of things. I felt
incredibly blessed to be surrounded by so much support
as I celebrated my special birthday. I sincerely wish this
for every blind veteran.” 

Just an hour’s chat with a blind veteran in their home
could really lift their spirits. You could also help them get
out by driving them to an appointment or social event. 
As Grace says, “If you’re looking for a local volunteering
opportunity, I really urge you to consider this charity.
You don’t need to be a veteran yourself and there are
different volunteer roles to choose from.” 

To find out more, simply email us on
volunteer@blindveterans.org.uk, call us on
 0300 111 2233 or visit our website at
blindveterans.org.uk/volunteering

Blind veteran Grace and volunteer Paul

mailto:volunteer@blindveterans.org.uk
https://www.blindveterans.org.uk/support-us/become-a-volunteer/


Blind veterans Arthur and Joe reunited after 70 years

We’ll meet again!
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He says: “It was extremely
difficult because my sight
went around the same
time I lost my wife. It can
be lonely living by myself,
but when I go to the
charity’s centre I’m
surrounded by people
with similar experiences.
It’s so nice to have the
company.” 

Meanwhile, Arthur lost his
sight due to glaucoma and
started receiving our
support last year.  

He says, “The hardest
thing for me about losing
my sight was not being
able to read anymore, as
it’s something I used to
love doing. Blind Veterans
UK have been brilliant,
though.  

“The Llandudno Centre is
an amazing place to visit. I
had a wonderful time.”

The pair served together in the East Yorkshire Regiment
as wireless operators as part of their National Service.
They worked together in the 50s in Kluang during the
Malayan Emergency. 

Arthur said, “I just couldn’t believe it. I hadn’t seen Joe in
over 70 years and now here we were at the centre. It
was very emotional. I’ve never felt anything like it in my
life. I was so happy to see him again. We just hugged
each other in shock at first. We reminisced about our
memories and talked about our families and lives since
then.” 

Joe said, “I never expected to see Arthur or anyone from
my company all these years later. It was brilliant to see
him and great to talk about our time in Malaya and the
other men we served with.” 

Joe started to lose his sight four years ago, due to a
retinal vessel occlusion in his right eye and epiretinal
membrane in his left. Shortly after, he found out about
our charity and started receiving support. 

After serving together in Malaya decades ago, two blind veterans couldn't be more
surprised to be reunited at our centre.

When blind veteran Arthur booked a holiday at our Llandudno Centre, he could never have
imagined he would be reunited with his former comrade, Joe - 70 years on.  
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‘Gifts in Wills have given me a 
second chance at life’ 

My family didn't know what to do. My future had slipped
through my fingers. I was out of work and became very
depressed, suicidal even. My wife Karen was trying to
balance a full-time job and look after the kids.  

At first, I wouldn't accept help from anyone. I’d lost all
my faith and trust. But, thankfully, Karen came across a
leaflet for Blind Veterans UK and encouraged me to get
in touch.  

It was after my first visit to the centre that my new life
with sight loss began. When I got home, Karen could tell
straightaway a profound change had occurred in me. I
remember her saying, ‘Looks like we've got Billy back.’ 

The thing was, I'd never met a blind person before and
assumed they’d all be miserable. But at the centre, I
found the other veterans inspiring. They were in the
same boat as me and yet they were getting on with their
lives.  

Hearing their stories made me realise that I needed to
learn how to do things for myself, whether it was using
the computer, getting out and about or even just
navigating my way around the room.  

You may know our vice
president, Billy, from
previous mailings or even
from the TV - he featured on
The Repair Shop with his
bugle last year! Here, he
shares his extraordinary
story of victory over
blindness.

As a former staff sergeant, I
served in the Royal Horse
Artillery for 20 years. I lost
my sight when serving in
Bosnia.  

I was exhuming mass war
graves and a virus entered my
eyes and infected both my
optic nerves. Not long after, I
woke up completely blind.  

Billy in front of a Union Jack flag

Billy with his wife, Karen, outside our Llandudno Centre



Billy on a motorcycle breaking the world record 

By accepting this, I was able to get back to doing the
things I loved doing – and I went on to achieve more
than I ever could have possibly imagined. 

I’ve always been into motorcycles, and before long I had
broken the blind solo world land speed record on a
motorcycle at 164.87 mph.  

Over the years, I’ve also carried the Olympic Torch,
raced around the Top Gear track with Jeremy Clarkson,
appeared on the Repair Shop and became the first blind
mayor in the whole of Europe. I've even ridden the
original Lloyds Bank black stallion!  

With your generous support and that of all those who
left gifts in their Wills for the charity, I’ve regained my
sense of hope and confidence. I feel like I’ve been given
a second chance at life.  

Of course, I’m proud of all my big achievements but, to
be honest, it’s the ordinary things I’ve learnt to do for
myself that have the most impact on my life. Making my
wife, Karen, a coffee; helping around the house. Just
being independent. 

I wouldn’t be able to do any
of it without the help I’ve
received from the charity.  
With support for five in ten
of us at Blind Veterans UK
funded by gifts in Wills, I can
honestly say that these gifts
are crucial in changing our
lives.  

This is why Karen and I have
pledged a gift in our own
Wills to the charity. We want
this support to be available
for future veterans. We hope
you will consider joining us.  

You’ve provided incredible
support for veterans like me
already and we are so
extremely grateful.  

A gift in your Will means that
you can continue your
support into the future as
well, so that you can help
veterans of today and
tomorrow. Whether it’s one
per cent, 100 per cent, or
anything in between. Leaving
a gift in your Will really will
make a big difference.  

Find out more about pledging a gift in your Will by contacting
Alice on 020 7616 7923, giftsinwills@blindveterans.org.uk or visit
blindveterans.org.uk/leaveagift. 

Watch Billy tell his story on video by scanning the QR code.
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mailto:giftsinwills@blindveterans.org.uk


D-Day veteran Bob using a CCTV magnifier

You made our D-Day 80 heroes so proud 
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prouder to receive his birthday card from
the King. From us, Bob received a new
piece of specialist sight loss equipment, as
he could no longer read his own mail.  

His new CCTV machine magnifies text to
such a degree that he can even use it for
looking at the wonderful drawings he
receives from his great-grandchildren. 

The device has been brilliant for giving Bob
back some independence, which is so
important to him. Thanks to your
tremendous support, we can now supply
many more blind veterans with this life-
changing piece of kit. 

Your commitment has meant so much to
our D-Day veterans. Thank you once again
for choosing to honour their service in this
most meaningful way. 
 

Read more about the 80th anniversary of
D-Day: blindveterans.org.uk/dday

We are delighted to let you know that our
appeal commemorating the 80th
anniversary of D-Day last year was one of
our most successful, ever! 

Thanks to your generosity, the special
appeal raised an incredible £450,000.
Meanwhile, for 16 of our D-Day veterans, it
was a chance to share their extraordinary
first-hand experiences of the invasion,
perhaps for the last time.

In recent months, a number of those who
took part have, sadly, passed away. We feel
honoured and grateful to have been able to
record their stories in their own words for
future generations.
  
These brave men and women were keen to
take part, despite their advanced years, in
the hope that more veterans might benefit
from our expertise and support. It was a
real pleasure to be able to show them just
how much interest there is in their stories,
80 years on, as the campaign received
extensive coverage across local and
national media.  

One of those who took part, Bob, had quite
a summer as he went on to attend the 
D-Day anniversary commemorations in
France before celebrating his 100th
birthday. 

The former Navy gunner who, on D-Day,
shot down an enemy plane while protecting
American soldiers, couldn’t have been

http://www.blindveterans.org.uk/dday
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He’s hoping to visit one final
time with his wife while he is
still able. 

He’s also loved his chats with
his Blind Veterans UK
volunteer, who he says,
“deserves a gold medal for
the support he gives.” 

More than anything, Chris is
grateful to you for making
sure we’ve been able to be
there for him throughout his
sight loss journey.  

He says, “Since that first day
at Blind Veterans UK, I’ve
never ever looked back.
They’ve supported me
through thick and thin.” It’s
been our privilege, Chris.
 
Read Chris’s full story at
blindveterans.org.uk/chris  

Looking back, with gratitude
Blind veteran Chris, who is terminally ill, shares his
story to show the difference your generosity has made
to his life. 

 
Army veteran Chris has been supported by our charity
for the past 31 years, so we were devastated when he
told us that he is terminally ill.  Since the diagnosis,
Chris has been reflecting on his life and the impact our
charity has had on him. His greatest wish now is that
more blind veterans can receive the same level of
support and rehabilitation as he has.  

Having joined the military at 15, Chris has such fond
memories from his service, as well as a few
unforgettable ones like waking up on the wrong side of
the Berlin Wall!  

His sight loss diagnosis came later and he remembers
experiencing “overwhelming grief” as he struggled to
adapt. Fortunately, all that changed when he joined our
charity. We gave Chris the equipment and training he
needed to get his independence back and, over the
years, he says he’s really appreciated how much our
staff have tailored this support to suit him.  

He’s loved his visits to our centres where he’s tried all
kinds of activities he never thought possible,
surrounded by other blind veterans who understand. 

Blind veteran Chris today

Chris in his younger years



Person responsible for the ra�e and lottery: Claire Rowcli�e, Blind Veterans UK, 3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AR. 
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Raffle closes 21 March. Draw takes place 28 March.

No under 18 allowed to enter. No prizes will be paid to anyone under 18 years of age. Full 
terms and conditions apply, please visit raffle.blindveterans.org.uk/rules for more details.

Tickets cost £1
and help to rebuild blind veterans’ lives
Phone 0300 111 2233
Play online raffle.blindveterans.org.uk/debrief

£15K
jackpot

PLUS
34 other
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£1 per play

It could be you

The Celebration Raffle
is now open!




